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eight centuries, was overthrown by the Cholas. Its
power passed, after an interval of Chola domination, to
the Hoysalas or Ballal rajas, who ruled from 1040-1326.
The Hoysala capital was at Dorasamudra (Halebid).
They are noted for the highly ornate temples they
erected.
TENTH CENTURY
The earliest author of whom we have information
after the Kavirajamarga was Gunavarma /, who wrote
under the patronage of a Ganga king bearing the title
Mahendrantaka, and therefore identical with Ereyappa,
886-913. He wrote a Harivamfa or Nemin&tha Pur&itya>
and also a book called Sudraka, in which he compares
his royal patron to King Sudraka, the reputed author of
the Sanskrit drama Mricchakatika or " Clay Cart."
Three poets of the tenth century are sometimes
spoken of as the Three Gems. These are Pampa, Ponna
and Ranna. They are all highly praised by later Kana-
rese poets.
Pampa, who will be called Adi Pampa to dis-
tinguish him from a later poet, was born in 902. He
belonged to a prominent Brahman family of Vengi; his
father however abandoned the Brahmanical faith for
Jainism. The son became court-poet, and apparently
also a general or minister, under a prince named Ari-
kesari, who was a descendant of the early Chalukya kings,
but at this time was a tributary of the Rashtrakutas.
Arikesari's court was at Puligere (Lakshmesvar), and
it is in the especially excellent Kanarese of this capital1
that the poet claims to write. It was in 941, when he
was thirty-nine years of age, that the poet composed in
a single year the two poems which have made his name
famous, and which he says were intended to popularise
what to the Jainas were sacred and secular history
respectively.
The first book was the Adi Pur&na, and relates the
history of the first Tirthankara. Mr. Narasithhacharyaj
1 Compare the stanza quoted on p. 29,